
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL 2382
Requiring long-term care facilities to admit only those
patients that they can safely and appropriately serve.

Health Care Committee 1 February 1998
Washington State House of Representatives

SPONSORS:RepresentativesDunnandMielke.

BACKGROUND:WashingtonStatehasfourprincipletypesoflong-termcarefacilitiesfor itsdisabledorfrail elderly
citizens.Theseinclude:nursinghomes,statedevelopmentallydisabled(DD)institutions,adultfamilyhomes,and
boardinghomes.Currently,thestate hastwostate-runnursinghomes.Oneofthese nursinghomesisthe
WashingtonSoldiersHomeatOrtingandtheotheristheWashingtonVeterans’homeatRetsil. Bothof thesenursing
homefacilitiesprovidethefull rangeof24-hournursingcare,7 daysaweek,forhonorablydischargedveterans’of
theUnitedStatesarmedforcesonly.Boardinghomesarecarefacilitiesusuallyranginginsizefrom10-60residents.
Smallerboardinghomesareoftencalledgrouphomesandlargeronesmightbemarketedtothe publicasassisted
livingfacilities.Adultfamilyhomesareregularneighborhoodresidencesprovidingcarefor two-sixresidents.The
ownerofthe adultfamilyhome,orstaff hiredbythe owner,providethecare.Theyprovideroom,board,laundry,
necessarysupervision,assistancewithactivitiesofdaily living,personalcare,andsocialservices.Nursingservices
canbeprovidedinthehome.Adultfamilyhomesarelicensed,regulatedandinspectedbythe DepartmentofSocial
& HealthServices.Thestatehasapproximately2,300adultfamilyhomesprovidingservicestoalmost8,000clients.
Ofthe totaladultfamilyhomecaseload,approximately3,000arestateclients.

SUMMARY:Staterunnursinghomes(referringtothe WashingtonSoldiersHomeatOrtingandthe Washington
Veterans’homeatRetsil),boardinghomes,andadultfamilyhomesarerequiredtoonly admitorretain individuals
that theycansafelytakecareofgivenreasonablestaffingandotheraccommodationsconsistentwithstateand
federalrequirements.Two-waydisclosureofinformationbetweenapotentialstatepaylong-termcareresidentand
a facilityorhomeisaddressed. All adultfamilyhome,boardinghome,andstateveterans’homeresidentsare
requiredtohave a comprehensiveassessmentoftheir long-termcareneedsandpreferencesbeforeadmission.
Provisionsaremadeforemergencyadmissions.Inturn, thefacilityorhomeisrequired tofully disclosetheir
capabilitiesandchargestothe residentorhis orher representative.
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